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we meet, we are looking at intelligence 
reform in this body through both the 
task force and through the Govern-
mental Affairs Committee as intel-
ligence reform applies to the executive 
branch. The leadership task force that 
is chaired by Senator MCCONNELL and 
Senator REID is meeting now and will 
be making some announcements later 
today. And the Governmental Affairs 
Committee, I know there is a press 
conference later today to update people 
with regard to the reform that is un-
derway. Not this week but the week 
after, the Senate we will be devoted to 
that reform. 

Let me close by thanking everyone 
for their hard work in completing the 
Homeland Security bill late last night. 
The specifics of the schedule for the 
next several days I will have more to 
say about later this morning. 

I yield the floor. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2005 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to consideration of 
S. 2674, which the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 2674) making appropriations for 

military construction, family housing, and 
base realignment and closure for the Depart-
ment of Defense for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2005, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENTS NOS. 3660 AND 3661 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
managers’ amendments are agreed to. 

The amendments (Nos. 3660 and 3661) 
were agreed to, as follows: 

AMENDMENT NO. 3660 

(Purpose: To direct the Defense Department 
to assess the impacts on the military fam-
ily housing program if the family housing 
privatization limitation is not eliminated) 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 

SEC. . (a) ASSESSMENT OF BUDGET AUTHOR-
ITY LIMITATION ON MILITARY HOUSING PRIVAT-
IZATION INITIATIVE.—(1) The Secretary of De-
fense shall assess the impacts on the mili-
tary family housing program of having the 
total value of contracts and investments un-
dertaken under the Military Housing Privat-
ization Initiative reach the limitation on 
budget authority for the initiative specified 
in section 2883(g) of Title 10, United States 
Code. 

(2) The assessment shall include: an esti-
mate of the appropriations and period of 
time necessary to provide the level and qual-
ity of housing contemplated under the Mili-
tary Housing Privatization Initiative in the 
event that limitation in 10 USC 2883(g) is not 
eliminated and the potential impact on mili-
tary families if the limitation is not elimi-
nated. 

(b) The Secretary of Defense shall, no later 
than December 31, 2004, provide to the con-
gressional defense communities a report of 
the assessment required by subparagraph (a). 

(c) MILITARY HOUSING PRIVATIZATION INI-
TIATIVE DEFINED.—In this section, the term 
‘‘military housing privatization initiative’’ 
means the programs and activities under-
taken under the alternative authority for 
the acquisition and improvement of military 
housing under subchapter IV of chapter 169 
of title 10, United States Code. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3661 
(Purpose: To make available additional 

funds for the Commission on Review of 
Overseas Military Facility Structure of the 
United States) 
At the appropriate place, insert the fol-

lowing: 
SEC. 131. Of the amount appropriated by 

this Act, $1,500,000 shall be available to the 
Commission on Review of Overseas Military 
Family Structure of the United States. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there 
will be 1 hour of debate equally divided. 

The Senator from Texas. 
Mrs. HUTCHISON. Madam President, 

I yield such time as he needs to the dis-
tinguished chairman of the Homeland 
Security Appropriations Committee, 
who did such a wonderful job this week 
passing our Homeland Security appro-
priations bill that is going to fund 
homeland security for all of our coun-
try, after which I would like to reclaim 
the floor for the Military Construction 
Subcommittee report. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Mississippi. 

Mr. COCHRAN. Madam President, I 
thank the distinguished Senator from 
Texas for yielding briefly to me. 

I take this opportunity to thank the 
staff members who worked so hard on 
the appropriations subcommittee for 
homeland defense for helping ensure 
the passage of the bill and handling the 
bill in such a professionally competent 
way. They all reflected credit on the 
Senate by their professional way of 
handling their duties. It was because of 
their hard work that we successfully 
completed action on the bill last night. 
I commend them all. 

On our side of the aisle, Rebecca Da-
vies is the chief clerk of that sub-
committee. She is assisted ably by 
Carol Cribbs, Les Spivey, James Hayes, 
Kimberly Nelson, and Avery Forbes. 
The staff members who served on the 
minority side were equally professional 
and helpful in carrying out their du-
ties. 

I commend Senator BYRD for his co-
operation with our efforts to complete 
action on the bill. I especially thank 
Senator REID, the assistant leader, who 
was actively involved on the floor help-
ing to ensure the orderly flow of 
amendments. I am very grateful for his 
assistance as well. 

My good friend Senator TED STEVENS 
of Alaska was here when he was needed 
during the handling of that bill, and 
without his guidance and good judg-
ment on several occasions, we would 
not have successfully completed action 
on the bill last evening. 

But for all Senators who cooperated 
with us on time agreements and the 
like, I express my deepest appreciation 
and thank them. 

I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Texas. 
Mrs. HUTCHISON. Madam President, 

I am very pleased to bring forward for 
the Senate’s consideration the fiscal 
year 2005 Military Construction appro-
priations bill. I am also pleased to be 
joined by the ranking member of the 
Military Construction Subcommittee, 
Senator FEINSTEIN from California. We 
have worked very closely on this bill. 
That has been our tradition. We have 
never had a problem with our Military 
Construction bill. Frankly, we have 
done some very important work and 
begun to help the Department of De-
fense shape the military for the future. 

Our bill provides, including $5.3 bil-
lion for military construction, $4.2 bil-
lion for military family housing; $166 
million for NATO infrastructure, and 
$246 million for base realignment and 
closure costs. 

Although the military construction 
needs continue to exceed resources 
available, I am very pleased that the 
bill provides a significant increase over 
last year’s funding. I believe the bill we 
have on the floor today attends both to 
the President’s most pressing priorities 
and to the concerns of Senators. 

Since September 11, 2001, we have 
made great demands on our military 
personnel as they have waged the glob-
al war on terror. The sacrifices have 
been widely shared, but the demands 
have been particularly acute for our 
Reserve components who have faced de-
ployments on a scale and for durations 
unprecedented in the post-World-War II 
era. Facilities support for the Guard 
and Reserve have traditionally failed 
to keep pace with need. 

I am pleased that this year the ad-
ministration increased the request for 
Reserve component funding by 68 per-
cent. Even this higher figure, however, 
is not adequate and the bill adds an ad-
ditional $194 million or 31 percent more 
for critically needed projects in the 
Guard and Reserve. We believe this bill 
does a very good job of providing the 
resources needed to accomplish our 
military mission. But nothing is so 
critical to the mission as the people 
who carry it out, particularly in a time 
in which so much is being asked of 
them. For that reason, we have paid 
particular attention to projects that 
enhance the quality of life of our mili-
tary members and their families. 

The bill provides over $1 billion for 
construction of new modern barracks, 
$188 million for design and construc-
tion of new hospital and medical facili-
ties, and $11 million for child develop-
ment centers to serve our military 
families. It also provides a 9-percent 
increase over last year for family hous-
ing construction operations and main-
tenance. 

Because we are concerned about the 
quality of life of our military families, 
I want to comment briefly on a provi-
sion that is addressed in our bill and is 
very important to meeting the needs in 
the future for military housing. In 1996, 
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